Cathepsin-D expression in cervical carcinoma and its prognostic significance.
An immunohistochemical study was made of cathepsin-D protein expression in each of the three main types of uterine cervical carcinoma (squamous carcinoma, adenosquamous carcinoma and adenocarcinoma) with particular reference to lymph node status and prognosis. Of the 61 cases, 54.1% showed cytoplasmic staining in more than 2.5% of tumour cells counted. Cathepsin-D expression was significantly higher in adenocarcinoma (mean -3.128) than in squamous carcinoma and adenosquamous carcinoma (mean -3.709, p = 0.047 using logit transformation). Cathepsin-D had no prognostic value in any of the three tumour types. No relationship was found between cathepsin-D staining and lymph node status and there was no advantage in adding cathepsin-D values to lymph node status. These results suggest that immunostaining for cathepsin-D protein expression is unlikely to be of use as a prognostic marker.